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UNAMA IS ENCOURAGED BY STEPS TOWARD PEACE IN AFGHANISTAN

KABUL, 1 May 2017 - The UN Assistance Mission in Afghanistan (UNAMA) is encouraged
by progress on peace in Afghanistan, as most recently signalled by the agreement between
the Government of Afghanistan and Hezb-i-Islami Gulbuddin, and the peaceful return of
Gulbuddin Hekmatyar to Afghanistan.

UNAMA supports the efforts by Afghanistan’s National Unity Government to engage all
those interested in establishing an equitable peace and renouncing violence for good.

The agreement with Hezb-i-Islami Gulbuddin demonstrates the preparedness of
Afghanistan’s government to seek peace with armed anti-government elements, and
UNAMA looks forward to its full implementation and to other armed actors joining a peace
process.

A credible peace process must remain owned and driven by Afghans, who will build a future
together.

The UN welcomes agreements that will contribute to a reduction of violence in Afghanistan
and allow Afghans to live in peace with each other.

After decades of war in Afghanistan, the UN sees all steps towards reconciliation, inclusive
peace and a lasting end to the conflict as positive, but remains mindful of the issues around
transitional justice and the importance of upholding human rights.

* % %

UNAMA is mandated to support the Afghan Government and the people of Afghanistan as a political mission that
provides 'good offices' among other key services. '‘Good offices' are diplomatic steps the UN takes publicly and in
private, drawing on its independence, impartiality and integrity, to prevent international disputes from arising,
escalating or spreading. UNAMA assists the process of peace and reconciliation; monitors and promotes human
rights, including the protection of civilians in armed conflict; promotes good governance; and encourages regional
cooperation. The Mission also promotes coherent development support by the international community.
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